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emphasis of impulse over reason, of instinct over intel-
lect. He visualized a time when the individual human
soui will be free again to follow her own pre-destined
path regardless of the inhibitions and repressions of a
mechanized and stereotyped civilization.

It goes without saying that Lawrence's primary con-
cern was with the West. For it was there that he found
the soul 'in bondage', the bondage of the rich an4 the
poor alike. More than once he left England in search
of countries where the essential unity of human nature
was not yet broken into disconnected fragments. But
whether it was Australia or Mexico or the South of
France, his mind found rest nowhere. And the Utopian
society of which he dreamed all his life was gradually
reduced to a small circle of friends all equally frustrated
and equally longing for an escape.

Once while travelling to Australia he also stopped
for a few weeks in Ceylon. This indeed was his only
contact with the East, and there can be no doubt that
Ceylon was the country least likely to inspire any wri-
ter in search for certainty and truth and the lost freedom
of the soul. The innocence and naivety of great men
are, however, at times overwhelming. For Lawrence,
the son of a miner born in the very heart of England,
Lawrence the schoolmaster and the writer of genius, took
Ceylon at its face-value. Ceylon to him was the East,
the very incarnation of that strange exotic appeal which
has made more than oiie intelligent European look foolish,
Ceylon was Buddhism, Nirvana, and the transmigration
of souls.

It is not for us to decide whether Ceylon is the East,
is all that Lawrence wanted it to be. We are concerned